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TAXIARCHAE/ARCHANGELS GREEK ORTHODOX CHURCH
25 Bigelow Avenue, Watertown, MA 02472

Phone: 617.924.8182 Phone
Website: www.goarchangels.org
Office: Office@goarchangels.com

Rev. Fr. Athanasios Nenes, Parish Priest
Cell Phone: 914.479.8096 Email: anenes@goarchangels.com

January 28, 2024

15th Sunday of Luke
Orthros 8:45/Liturgy 9:30 AM.

Epistle Reading
Reading is from St. Paul’s First Letter to Timothy 4:9-15.

Gospel Reading
The Reading is from Luke 19:1-10

Memorial
40 day - George Emanuel

40 day - Mary Ravanis

Trisagion
6 month — Maria Papakyrikos

May their memory be eternal. Awwvia n Mviun!

WEEKDAY SERVICES - Kafnuepwég Asttoupyisg:
The Three Hierarchs -Tues., Jan. 30th 8:30 Orthros/Liturgy 9 AM.
Paraklesis to the Panagia Gorgoipikoos - Every Thursday at 6 PM.




HYMNS OF THE DAY

Resurrectional Apolytikion in the First Mode

Although the stone was sealed by the Jews, and the soldiers guarded Your most pure
body, You arose on the third day, O Savior, giving life to the world. For this reason, the
heavenly powers cried out to you, O Giver of Life: Glory to Your resurrection, O Christ!
Glory to Your kingdom! Glory to Your dispensation, only Lover of Mankind!

Tol AiBou oppayioBevTog Uno TdV Toudaiwv, kai OTPATIVTHV PUAACTOVTWV TO AXPAVTOV
oou o@Ha, aveaTng TPINKEPOG ZWTNP, SWPOUHEVOG TG KOOH® TNV {wAV. Aia TOUTO qi
Auvapeig Tv oupavav £Bowv gol ZwodoTta: Ao&a T avacTtacel gou XpioTe, 00&a TN
BaoiAeig oou, d6&a Tf oikovouia oou, pove GIAGvBpwIE.

Apolytikion for Ephraim the Syrian in the Plagal Fourth Mode

With the rivers of your tears, you have made the barren desert fertile. Through sighs of
sorrow from deep within you, your labors have borne fruit a hundred-fold. By your miracles
you have become a light, shining upon the world. O Ephraim, our Holy Father, pray to
Christ our God, to save our souls.

Tai¢ Twv dakpUwV GOU POaig, TAG EPRKOU TO AYOVOV EYEWPYNOAC, Kai Toig ek Baboug
OTEVAYHOIG, €I EKATOV TOUG NOVOUG EKAPNoPOpnoag, Kai yeyovag QwaTnp, T OIKOUHEVN
Aapnwv Toig Baupaact, Egpaip Matnp nuwv, ‘Oacle, MNMpeaBeue XpIoTw Tw Otw, cwbnval Tag
Puxag npwv.

Seasonal Kontakion in the First Mode

Your birth sanctified a Virgin's womb and properly blessed the hands of Symeon. Having
now come and saved us O Christ our God, give peace to Your commonwealth in troubled
times and strengthen those in authority, whom You love, as only the loving One.

O pnTpav napBevikiyv ayidoag T6 TOKw ooy, Kai Xeipag Tol Zupewv eUAOYROAG WG ENPENE,
npo®Bacag Kai vuv £€0woag NUAG XpiaTe 0 O€0G. AM' EIPNVEUCOV €V MOAEHOIG TO
noAiTEUNA, Kai kpaTaiwoov BaaiA€ig oUg nyannoag, 6 povog gpiAavepwnog.

Receiving Holy Communion - We welcome to this celebration of the Divine Liturgy those Christians who are
from other Christian Denominations and who are not fully united with us. Sadly, it is a consequence of the
divisions in Christianity that we cannot extend to you an invitation to receive Holy Communion. Orthodox
Christians believe that the Eucharist is the work or action of the celebrating Community signifying a oneness of
faith, life, and worship of the believing Community. Reception of Holy Communion by Christians not fully

united with us would imply a oneness which does not yet exist, and for which we must pray. However, all
present are welcome to partake of the Antidoro (blessed bread) which is distributed at the end of the Liturgy.




Epistle Reading

Prokeimenon. First Mode. Psalm 32.22,1.
Let your mercy, O Lord, be upon us.
Verse: Rejoice in the Lord, O ye righteous.

The reading is from St. Paul's First Letter to Timothy 4:9-15.

Timothy, my son, the saying is sure and worthy of full acceptance. For to this end we
toil and suffer reproach, because we have our hope set on the living God, who is the
Savior of all men, especially of those who believe. Command and teach these things.
Let no one despise your youth, but set the believers an example in speech and
conduct, in love, in faith, in purity. Till I come, attend to the public reading of scripture,
to preaching, to teaching. Do not neglect the gift you have, which was given you by
prophetic utterance when the council of elders laid their hands upon you. Practice
these duties, devote yourself to them, so that all may see your progress.

Epistle Reading

Mpokeipevov. First Mode. lIJAAMOI 32.22,1.
révorro, Kupig, T0 £Ae0G oou €' fudc.
>TiX. Aycl)\)\laoes dikalol é&v Kupiw

T0 Avayvwopa MNpog TipoOeov a' 4:9-15.

Tékvov TipoBeg, moTog 6 Adyog kai naong anodoxfig aglog. Eig TodTo yap kai konduev
kai Oveidi(opeba, 6T nAnikapev eni el {WvT, OG €0TIV OWTAP NAVTOV AVBPWNWY,
HaNioTa n|0Tu)v I'Iapayys)\)\s TadTa KClI 6|600Ks MI’]5€IQ oou an VEOTI’]TOQ
KaTaq)povslTw al\a Tunoq YIVOU TOV MIOTROV &V AOYQ, sv GvaocTpo@fi, ev ayann, ev
nveupaTi, &v nioTel, ev ayveia. ‘Ewg £pxopal, NpOOEXE T Avayvwoel, ™ napakAnoel, Tfj
didackahig. MR (]|J£)\£I ToU év oOi xapiogartog, O €306n ool 6|a npoenTeiag WeTa
snlesoawq TOV Xgp@v TOU npeoButepiou. TalTta peleta, ev TouTolg 08I, iva oou N
npokonm (Gavepd N &v nNdoiv.




GOSPEL

The Reading is from Luke 19:1-10

At that time, Jesus was passing through Jericho. And there was a man named Zacchaios;
he was a chief collector, and rich. And he sought to see who Jesus was, but could not, on
account of the crowd, because he was small of stature. So he ran on ahead and climbed
up into a sycamore tree to see him, for he was to pass that way. And when Jesus came to
the place, he looked up and said to him, "Zacchaios, make haste and come down; for I
must stay at your house today." So he made haste and came down, and received him
joyfully. And when they saw it they all murmured, "He has gone in to be the guest of a
man who is a sinner." And Zacchaios stood and said to the Lord, "Behold, Lord, the half of
my goods I give to the poor; and if I have defrauded any one of anything, I restore it
fourfold." And Jesus said to him, "Today salvation has come to this house, since he also is
a son of Abraham. For the Son of man came to seek and to save the lost."

GOSPEL
Karta Aoukdv 19:1-10

TO Kaip®d exeive, dINPXETO TAV ‘Iepixw: Kai iBOU avhp OVOpaTI KAAOUHEVOG Zakxdiog, Kai
auTog NV apyITEAWVNG, Kal oUTog NV NAouaiog, kaj eqnTel IBelv Tov ' Ingodv TiG €0TI, KAl OUK
nAduvato ano Tol oxAou, OTI TN NAIKIG HIKPOC Nv. Kai Npodpauwv EUnpocBev avépn €ni
oukouopeav, iva idn_ alTov, 6Tl ekeivng AYeAAe BlEpxecBal. Kai wG NABEV €ni TOV TOMoOV,
avaBAépac 6 'Inoolg €idev aUTOV Kal €ine nNpog auTtdv: Zakydie, onevoacg katapnor
onpePOV Yap &v TG oikw oou el We peival kai onevoag katePn, kai Unedégato auTov
Xalpwv. Kai idOvTeC navteg dleyOyyulov AcyovTeg OTI napa AUapTwA® avdpi €iofiAOe
kataAloal. oTabeig Oe Zakxdiog €ine npog Tov Kupiov: idou Ta Apion T@v unapxovtwy Hou,
Kupig, didwii ToiG nTwyoic, kal €f TIVOG TI EoukopAvTnaa, Anodidwul TeTpanAody. eine de
npog alTov 6 'Inoolc 0TI orjuePoV cwTnpia T( oikw TOUTW EYEVETO, KABOTI kai alTog Uiog
"ABpadp €oTiv. NABE yap 6 uiog Tol avBpwnou {nThoal kai o®oal TO AnoAwAOG.

- January 30
Synaxis of The Three Hierarchs: Basil the Great Gregory the
Theologian & John Chrysostom

This common feast of these three teachers was instituted a little before the
year 1100, during the reign of the Emperor Alexis I Comnenus, because of a
dispute and strife that arose among the notable and virtuous men of that
time. Some of them preferred Basil, while others preferred Gregory, and yet
others preferred John Chrysostom, quarreling among themselves over which of the three
was the greatest. Furthermore, each party, in order to distinguish itself from the others,
assumed the name of its preferred Saint; hence, they called themselves Basilians,
Gregorians, or Johannites. Desiring to bring an end to the contention, the three Saints
appeared together to the saintly John Mavropous, a monk who had been ordained Bishop
of Euchaita, a city of Asia Minor, they revealed to him that the glory they have at the
throne of God is equal, and told him to compose a common service for the three of them,
which he did with great skill and beauty. Saint John of Euchaita (celebrated Oct. 5) is also
the composer of the Canon to the Guardian Angel, the Protector of a Man's Life. In his old
age, he retired from his episcopal see and again took up the monastic life in a monastery
in Constantinople. He reposed during the reign of the aforementioned Emperor Alexis
Comnenus (1081-1118).




Saints and Feasts

i'— | January 28
= Ephraim the Syrian

W Saint Ephraim was born in Nisibis of Mesopotamia some time about
Al the year 306, and in his youth was the disciple of Saint James, Bishop

B of Nisibis, one of the 318 Fathers at the First Ecumenical Council.
Ephraim lived in Nisibis, practicing a severe ascetical life and increasing in holiness, until
363, the year in which Julian the Apostate was slain in his war against the Persians, and
his successor Jovian surrendered Nisibis to them. Ephraim then made his dwelling in
Edessa, where he found many heresies to do battle with. He waged an especial war
against Bardaisan; this gnostic had written many hymns propagating his errors, which by
their sweet melodies became popular and enticed souls away from the truth. Saint
Ephraim, having received from God a singular gift of eloquence, turned Bardaisan's own
weapon against him, and wrote a multitude of hymns to be chanted by choirs of women,
which set forth the true doctrines, refuted heretical error, and praised the contests of the
Martyrs.

Of the multitude of sermons, commentaries, and hymns that Saint Ephraim wrote, many
were translated into Greek in his own lifetime. Sozomen says that Ephraim "Surpassed
the most approved writers of Greece," observing that the Greek writings, when
translated into other tongues, lose most of their original beauty, but Ephraim's works
"are no less admired when read in Greek than when read in Syriac" (Eccl. Hist., Book
111, 16). Saint Ephraim was ordained deacon, some say by Saint Basil the Great, whom
Sozomen said "was a great admirer of Ephraim, and was astonished at his erudition."
Saint Ephraim was the first to make the poetic expression of hymnody and song a vehicle
of Orthodox theological teachings, constituting it an integral part of the Church's
worship; he may rightly be called the first and greatest hymnographer of the Church,
who set the pattern for these who followed him, especially Saint Romanos the Melodist.
Because of this he is called the "Harp of the Holy Spirit." Jerome says that his writings
were read in some churches after the reading of the Scriptures, and adds that once he
read a Greek translation of one of Ephraim's works, "and recognized, even in translation,
the incisive power of his lofty genius" (De vir. ill., ch. CXV). Shortly before the end of his
life, a famine broke out in Edessa, and Saint Ephraim left his cell to rebuke the rich for
not sharing their goods with the poor. The rich answered that they knew no one to
whom they could entrust their goods. Ephraim asked them, "What do you think of me?"
When they confessed their reverence for him, he offered to distribute their alms, to
which they agreed. He himself cared with his own hands for many of the sick from the
famine, and so crowned his life with mercy and love for neighbor. Saint Ephraim reposed
in peace, according to some in the year 373, according to others, 379.




Sermon
OUR MEETING WITH CHRIST

We could say that today's Gospel passage is an acquired hope and joy for us, because the love of
God, if we would wish, will save each of us, no matter how sinful we may be. Until the end of our
lives, Christ will be trying to meet us many times. If we accept Him once personally, He will change
our lives and will lead us to salvation. Let us follow Zacchaeus in the search for Christ.

Jesus and Zacchaeus

Zacchaeus was a tax collector, a person hated in society, since his profession was intertwined with
theft, fraud and lying. There was no respect, no appreciation for his person from anyone. People
hated him and he lived and coexisted with the passion of avarice.

But he learned that Christ came to Jericho. He was sure that if he would meet Him, he could change
his passionate life. It seems that his greed, but also his isolation from society had tired him out.
Riches and material pleasures did not give him the happiness he was waiting for. So, he heard that
Christ embraces and speaks with the just and the unjust, with the healthy and the sick, with Jews
and foreigners. Perhaps he recognized his apostasy from God, and he found the opportunity to
change his life.

He didn't care what people would say, nor what he had done in the past. He just wanted to meet
Christ. Because he was short, he climbed a tree, a sycamore, to call out to Christ, for Him to see him.
Immediately Christ's gaze falls on Zacchaeus, whom He calls by his name. This personal call shows
that Zacchaeus had repented and wanted to be saved. He publicly confesses, he corrects his mistakes,
returning the money fourfold. Practical repentance leads to salvation and invites Christ into our
lives.

Meeting Christ

In order to meet Christ, we must also follow the tactics of Zacchaeus. First, we must hear the voice
our conscience, which urges us to find Christ. Secondly, we must decide to leave our own tax office,
which we feed with our egotism mainly, and to put Christ in the center of our life, instead of
ourselves. Third, we should not count the opinion of people when it is opposed to the word of Christ.
We should not be interested in people's opinion, but in the example of Christ, the Virgin Mary, and
the Saints. When we meet Christ, then our rebirth will come about. When Zacchaeus met Christ, he
became made charitable instead of avaricious, from a god -hater, i.e. a denier of God - a god-lover,
and from being a sinner, a repentant image of God. Let us always remember the person of the sinful
publican in our lives, because it will remind us that Christ is love, and wants every sinner ex to be
saved, so long as we meet Him with a disposition to repent, in order to enjoy all that He has prepared
in the Kingdom of Heaven for us sinners. May the person of the head publican Zacchaeus inspire us
on our way, and let us have repentance as the purpose of our life so that we can meet Christ.

TRUE JOY

“Elder, sometimes I can't be happy, and then I think that maybe joy is not for me.”




“What do you say? Isn't joy for you? And who is it for? For the tangalaki (the little demon)? Have
you lost it? Joy is for man. God did not give sadness; he only gave joy.

“But why, Elder, do I not always have joy within me?”

“When your mind is not on God, how can you feel the joy of God? You forget Christ and your
mind keeps turning to the jobs and to the engines, and thus your spiritual engine stops. So, start the
Jesus Prayer and soft chanting, and then you will run and turn like a top around Christ.

Only near Christ does one find real, genuine joy, because only Christ gives real joy and consolation.
Where Christ, there is true joy and paradisal rejoicing. Those who are far from Christ, have no real

joy.

We Welcome all who worship with us today.
Memorial
40 day — George Emanuel
40 day — Mary Ravanis
Trisagion
6 month — Maria Papakyrikos

May their memory be eternal. Awwvia n Mviun!
Coffee Fellowship is sponsored by the Emanuel family in memory of their loved one.

If you would like to sponsor a Coffee Fellowship, please contact the Office 617-924-
8182.

Taxiarchae Hoops Update

The JOY basketball team won this past weekend, Jan 20th, against Sts.
Constantine and Helen (Cambridge) and lost the previous week, Jan. 7th,
against St. Demetrios (Weston). The kids are having a blast and have a
collective record of 4 wins, 1 loss.

The GOYA high school basketball team won this past weekend, Jan 21th,
against St. Catherines (Braintree) and lost the previous week, Jan. 8th,
against St. George (Lynn). The GOYA team has a current record of 4
wins, 2 losses. They play this Sunday at Hellenic College at 6pm v. St.
Vasilios (Peabody).

COME CHEER THEM ON!




2023-2024 Capital Improvement
Campaign Fund

— $150,000

— $75,000

— $0

Church Capital Improvement Campaign
update. To date we have raised $38,000 of
the $150,000 we need to raise for much
needed improvements to our Church. We
used approved monies from the operations
account for the parking lot improvement
but need to repay the operations account
once we have raised the money. Thank you
to those that have donated! If you would
like to donate please visit the Church
website, click on Donate, then Capital

Improvement Campaign.



Purchase Your Tickets on our Website.

Use the drop down "Menu”, purchase in Taxiarchae Store.




S
RESCHEDULED
FAMILY MINISTRIES
A FAMILY FRIENDLY EVENT

SLIME
PARTY

FRIDAY,FEBRUARY 16TH 6-8 PM
PIZZA AND A TREAT
WILL BE PROVIDED

YOU MUST RSVP TO
CKOURKOULIS@GOARCHANGELS.ORG BY
FEBRUARY 9TH TO ENSURE PARTICIPATION

X AND AVAILABILITY,

'_\.Q/_

JOIN US FOR

Junior Orthodox Youth
Ages 5 to 12

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 9TH
5-7PM

WE WILL BE
MAKING A
SEASONAL CRAFT

PIZZA AND A
TREAT WILL BE
PROVIDED.

YOU MUST RSVP TO
CKOURKOULISeGOARCHANGELS.ORG
BY FEBRUARY 2ND TO ENSURE
PARTICIPATION AND AVAILABILITY.




HELLENIC BOSTON BUSINESSES UNITE
coited goe to ot fiidt (Awmwal

i WINTER WHITE

GGala

Saturday February 3, 2024 at 7:00 PM

Oakley Country Club ‘

410 Belmont St. Watertown, MA

LR |

Silent Auction proceeds to benefit 5
Metropolis Camp of Boston & The Sotir Center Thessaloniki, GR =

Dinner & Dancing
Music by Salonica Boys

RSVP by January 27, 2024
$150.00 per person includes dinner, dancing and 2 hours open bar

To order tickets scan the QR code

Cocktail attire - Optional Black/Winter White




with whatounts,

N

SESS

Jo one ur
four sessions:

SESSION 1&&. June 8-18

| California Yune 18-28
Boston June 22-July 2
ION 4] Chicago'July 6-16

APPLICATION DEAD .
Priority: January™16, 2024
Reqular: February 20




Youth Ministry
Ongoing FOOD DRIVE - Collecting for the Watertown Food Pantry

Your donation of food items can be put on the table, located in the Lobby.
We will deliver them to the Watertown Food Pantry every Tuesday.
Thank you for helping your local community!

ESPECIALLY NEEDED - CANS OF TUNA & BREAKFAST CEREAL.
As always, the Food Pantry is still in need of school snacks.

LOVE DOES NOT HURT.

INCREASED STATISTICS ON INTIMATE PARTNER VIOLENCE
HTTPS://WWW.NEJM.ORG/DOI/FULL/10.1056/NEJMP2024046

A pandemic within a pandemic: There are more cases of violence
in the home than ever before. This means more families living in
crisis.

We are collecting for monthly drop-offs each second Monday of
the month, beginning with December 14th.

Items requested are:

Sanitary napkins
Shampoo
Vaseline
Cocoa butter
Baby shampoo
Baby lotion
Deodorant
Tooth brushes
Tooth paste

With any questions, please contact
isti is at CKourkoulis@goarchangels.org




Taxiarchae Hellenic Cultural Center

Planning a party or reception? Our beautiful venues are now updated
and ready for any & all of your event needs, up to 500 people.

For information and assistance in planning your future event, please call
Irene Apostolou Cobb at the Church Office at 617-924-8182 or email:
functionmanager@goarchangels.com

PREAM IT AND IT
CyN COMe TRUE!

Wl JouR eveNT Can Be
eVeRYTHING
you WisHeD.




