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Sunday of the Canaanite 
Orthros 8:45/Liturgy 9:30 AM.       

 
 

Epistle Reading   
St. Paul’s Second Letter to the Corinthians 6:16-18; 7:1. 

 

 Gospel Reading  
                                                                  The Reading is from Matthew 15:21-28. 
 

 
 

WEEKDAY SERVICES - Καθημερινές Λειτουργίες:     

Paraklesis to the Panagia Gorgoipikoos - Every Thursday at 6 PM. 

 

 



                             HYMNS OF THE DAY 

 

 
 

The women disciples of the Lord heard from the angel, the joyful news of the Resurrection 
and the repeal of the sentence imposed upon our forefathers. With pride they said to the 
Apostles, "Death is vanquished, Christ our God is risen bestowing upon the world His great 
mercy." 

 

Τὸ φαιδρὸν τῆς Ἀναστάσεως κήρυγμα, ἐκ τοῦ Ἀγγέλου μαθοῦσαι αἱ τοῦ Κυρίου Μαθήτριαι, 
καὶ τὴν προγονικὴν ἀπόφασιν ἀπορρίψασαι, τοῖς Ἀποστόλοις καυχώμεναι ἔλεγον· 
Ἐσκύλευται ὁ θάνατος, ἠγέρθη Χριστὸς ὁ Θεός, δωρούμενος τῷ κόσμῳ τὸ μέγα ἔλεος. 

 

 
 

The protection of Christians unshameable, intercessor to our Holy Maker, unwavering, do 
not turn from the prayerful cries of those who are in sin; instead, come to us, for you are 
good; your loving help bring unto us, who are crying in faith to you: Hasten to intercession 
and speed now to supplication as a protection for all time, Theotokos, for those who honor 
you. 

 

Προστασία τῶν Χριστιανῶν ἀκαταίσχυντε, μεσιτεία πρὸς τὸν Ποιητὴν ἀμετάθετε. Μὴ 
παρίδῃς ἁμαρτωλῶν δεήσεων φωνάς, ἀλλὰ πρόφθασον, ὡς ἀγαθή, εἰς τὴν βοήθειαν ἡμῶν, 
τῶν πιστῶς κραυγαζόντων σοι· Τάχυνον εἰς πρεσβείαν, καὶ σπεῦσον εἰς ἱκεσίαν, ἡ 
προστατεύουσα ἀεί, Θεοτόκε, τῶν τιμώντων σε. 

 

 

Resurrectional Apolytikion in the Fourth Mode 

Seasonal Kontakion in the Second Mode 

Receiving Holy Communion - We welcome to this celebration of the Divine Liturgy those Christians who are 
from other Christian Denominations and who are not fully united with us. Sadly, it is a consequence of the 
divisions in Christianity that we cannot extend to you an invitation to receive Holy Communion. Orthodox 
Christians believe that the Eucharist is the work or action of the celebrating Community signifying a oneness of 
faith, life, and worship of the believing Community. Reception of Holy Communion by Christians not fully 
united with us would imply a oneness which does not yet exist, and for which we must pray.  However, all 
present are welcome to partake of the Antidoro (blessed bread) which is distributed at the end of the Liturgy. 



 

 
Epistle Reading  

 
Prokeimenon. Fourth Mode. Psalm 103.24,1. 

O Lord, how manifold are your works. You have made all things in wisdom. 
Verse: Bless the Lord, O my soul. 

 
The reading is from St. Paul's Second Letter to the Corinthians 6:16-18; 7:1. 
 
Brethren, you are the temple of the living God; as God said, "I will live in them and move 
among them, and I will be their God, and they shall be my people. Therefore come out 
from them, and be separate from them, says the Lord, and touch nothing unclean; then I 
will welcome you, and I will be a father to you, and you shall be my sons and daughters, 
says the Lord Almighty." 
Since we have these promises, beloved, let us cleanse ourselves from every defilement of 
body and spirit, and make holiness perfect in the fear of God. 

 
 
 
 
 

Epistle Reading  
 
 

Προκείμενον. Fourth Mode. ΨΑΛΜΟΙ 103.24,1. 
Ὡς ἐμεγαλύνθη τὰ ἔργα σου Κύριε, πάντα ἐν σοφίᾳ ἐποίησας. 

Στίχ. Εὐλόγει ἡ ψυχή μου τὸν Κύριον. 
 

τὸ Ἀνάγνωσμα Πρὸς Κορινθίους β' 6:16-18, 7:1. 
 
Ἀδελφοί, ὑμεῖς ἐστε ναὸς Θεοῦ ζῶντος, καθὼς εἶπεν ὁ θεός ὅτι Ἐνοικήσω ἐν αὐτοῖς, καὶ 
ἐμπεριπατήσω· καὶ ἔσομαι αὐτῶν θεός, καὶ αὐτοὶ ἔσονταί μοι λαός. Διὸ, Ἐξέλθετε ἐκ μέσου 
αὐτῶν καὶ ἀφορίσθητε, λέγει κύριος, καὶ ἀκαθάρτου μὴ ἅπτεσθε· κἀγὼ εἰσδέξομαι ὑμᾶς, καὶ 
ἔσομαι ὑμῖν εἰς πατέρα, καὶ ὑμεῖς ἔσεσθέ μοι εἰς υἱοὺς καὶ θυγατέρας, λέγει κύριος 
παντοκράτωρ. Ταύτας οὖν ἔχοντες τὰς ἐπαγγελίας, ἀγαπητοί, καθαρίσωμεν ἑαυτοὺς ἀπὸ 
παντὸς μολυσμοῦ σαρκὸς καὶ πνεύματος, ἐπιτελοῦντες ἁγιωσύνην ἐν φόβῳ θεοῦ. 
 



GOSPEL 
 

 
 
The Reading is from Matthew 15:21-28 
 
At that time, Jesus went to the district of Tyre and Sidon. And behold, a Canaanite woman 
from that region came out and cried, "Have mercy on me, O Lord, Son of David; my 
daughter is severely possessed by a demon." But he did not answer her a word. And his 
disciples came and begged him, saying, "Send her away, for she is crying after us." He 
answered, "I was sent only to the lost sheep of the house of Israel." But she came and 
knelt before him, saying, "Lord, help me." And he answered, "It is not fair to take the 
children's bread and throw it to the dogs." She said, "Yes, Lord, yet even the dogs eat the 
crumbs that fall from their master's table." Then Jesus answered her, "O woman, great is 
your faith! Be it done for you as you desire." And her daughter was healed instantly. 
 

 

 

 

 

GOSPEL                                                                                                     
 

Κατὰ Ματθαῖον 15:21-28 
 
Τῷ καιρῷ ἐκείνῳ, ἐξελθὼν ἐκεῖθεν ὁ ᾿Ιησοῦς ἀνεχώρησεν εἰς τὰ μέρη Τύρου καὶ Σιδῶνος. 
καὶ ἰδοὺ γυνὴ Χαναναία ἀπὸ τῶν ὁρίων ἐκείνων ἐξελθοῦσα ἐκραύγαζεν αὐτῷ λέγουσα· 
ἐλέησόν με, Κύριε, υἱὲ Δαυΐδ· ἡ θυγάτηρ μου κακῶς δαιμονίζεται. ὁ δὲ οὐκ ἀπεκρίθη αὐτῇ 
λόγον. καὶ προσελθόντες οἱ μαθηταὶ αὐτοῦ ἠρώτων αὐτὸν λέγοντες· ἀπόλυσον αὐτήν, ὅτι 
κράζει ὄπισθεν ἡμῶν. ὁ δὲ ἀποκριθεὶς εἶπεν· οὐκ ἀπεστάλην εἰ μὴ εἰς τὰ πρόβατα τὰ 
ἀπολωλότα οἴκου ᾿Ισραήλ. ἡ δὲ ἐλθοῦσα προσεκύνησεν αὐτῷ λέγουσα· Κύριε, βοήθει μοι. 
ὁ δὲ ἀποκριθεὶς εἶπεν· οὐκ ἔστι καλὸν λαβεῖν τὸν ἄρτον τῶν τέκνων καὶ βαλεῖν τοῖς 
κυναρίοις. ἡ δὲ εἶπε· ναί, Κύριε· καὶ γὰρ τὰ κυνάρια ἐσθίει ἀπὸ τῶν ψυχίων τῶν πιπτόντων 
ἀπὸ τῆς τραπέζης τῶν κυρίων αὐτῶν. τότε ἀποκριθεὶς ὁ ᾿Ιησοῦς εἶπεν αὐτῇ· ὦ γύναι, 
μεγάλη σου ἡ πίστις! γενηθήτω σοι ὡς θέλεις. καὶ ἰάθη ἡ θυγάτηρ αὐτῆς ἀπὸ τῆς ὥρας 
ἐκείνης. 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Saints and Feasts 

 
February 18 
 
Leo the Great, Pope of Rome 

According to some, this Saint was born in Rome, but according to others 
in Tyrrenia (Tuscany), and was consecrated to the archiepiscopal throne 
of Rome in 440. In 448, when Saint Flavian, Archbishop of Constantinople, 
summoned Eutyches, an archimandrite in Constantinople, to give account 
for his teaching that there was only one nature in Christ after the 

Incarnation, Eutyches appealed to Saint Leo in Rome. After Saint Leo had carefully 
examined Eutyches's teachings, he wrote an epistle to Saint Flavian, setting forth the 
Orthodox teaching of the person of Christ, and His two natures, and also counseling 
Flavian that, should Eutyches sincerely repent of his error, he should be received back 
with all good will. At the Council held in Ephesus in 449, which was presided over by 
Dioscorus, Patriarch of Alexandria (and which Saint Leo, in a letter to the holy Empress 
Pulcheria in 451, was the first to call "The Robber Council"), Dioscorus, having military 
might behind him, did not allow Saint Leo's epistle to Flavian to be read, although 
repeatedly asked to do so; even before the Robber Council was held, Dioscorus had 
uncanonically received the unrepentant Eutyches back into communion. Because Saint 
Leo had many cares in Rome owing to the wars of Attila the Hun and other barbarians, 
in 451 he sent four delegates to the Fourth Ecumenical Council, where 630 Fathers 
gathered in Chalcedon during the reign of Marcian, to condemn the teachings of 
Eutyches and those who supported him. Saint Leo's epistle to Flavian was read at the 
Fourth Council, and was confirmed by the Holy Fathers as the Orthodox teaching on the 
incarnate person of our Lord; it is also called the "Tome of Leo." The Saint wrote many 
works in Latin; he reposed in 461. See also Saint Anatolius, July 3. 

  
 
February 19 
 
Philothei the Righteous Martyr of Athens 

Saint Philothei was born in Athens in 1522 to an illustrious family. 
Against her will, she was married to a man who proved to be most cruel. 
When he died three years later, the Saint took up the monastic life and 
established a convent, in which she became a true mother to her 
disciples. Many women enslaved and abused by the Moslem Turks also 

ran to her for refuge. Because of this, the Turkish rulers became enraged and came to 
her convent, dragged her by force out of the church, and beat her cruelly. After a few 
days, she reposed, giving thanks to God for all things. This came to pass in the year 
1589. She was renowned for her almsgiving, and with Saints Hierotheus and Dionysius 
the Areopagite is considered a patron of the city of Athens. 



Sermon 

HAVE MERCY ON ME, LORD, SON OF DAVID! 

Today’s miracle of the gospel passage shows a "hard" Christ with a behavior, the like of which we 
have never seen before in the New Testament. On the contrary, the behavior of the Canaanite mother 
is impressive. The Canaanite woman, that is, an idolater, approaches Christ and loudly cries out to 
Him to heal her daughter from the demon that she has. In this particular passage, no scream is heard 
from the possessed girl, but rather, the mother’s begging cry. 

Knowledge Through Love 

Christ does not pay attention to her, and treats her uncompassionately, with the aim of testing her 
faith. The idolatrous woman, as we heard in the Gospel dialogue, shows humility and sincerity and 
she courageously declares her faith in Christ’s healing power. The result was, for what she asked 
with such strong faith, to happen. However, let's not focus on Christ's behavior or the faith of the 
Canaanite woman, but on the Lord’s effort to avoid showing His power. It is hidden in the Old 
Testament, in Moses and in Isaiah. It is also hidden in the New Testament, as the evangelists John 
and Matthew tell us. It is hidden from the Pharisees and the priests of the temple and the scribes of 
Israel. But where does it manifest itself? The evangelist John gives us the answer. We can know 
Christ only through our fellow human beings. In other words, God transfers the possibility of 
knowing Him, in love, as the only feeling that has the ability to understand Him. 

Meeting with Christ 

There is a great difference between knowing God and loving Him. Whoever loves Him, will know 
Him. Whoever does not love Him, will never know Him, even if he wants to. God, therefore, hides 
Himself from everywhere, so that we can know Him within ourselves. 

We may not meet Him in our big churches, in the majesty of nature, or the ballast of people. It is 
certainly there, but it is hidden. We cannot locate Him. The Canaanite woman shows us the place of 
meeting with Christ. It is in us when we are tested, when we cry, when we hurt, when we long. He 
waits, without answering, as Christ did today. He waits for us to seek Him and loudly call out His 
name to heal us with His presence. 

And then Christ will shout: "Man, you have great faith. Let what you wish, be done to you." And 
what we want is to know Christ so that our life can gain meaning. The Canaanite woman shows us 
the way. 

Ways of Encountering Christ 

First, our faith must remain unaffected and unshaken by the silence of God in the requests and 
supplications of our prayers. We remain and insist on our request, and when God judges, then He 
answers in time, and in the way that is the most beneficial for our soul. 

Second, God is drawn by our humility and brokenness, not only before His power, but mainly before  



We Welcome all who worship with us today. 
 

 

CoffeeÊFellowshipÊisÊopenÊtoÊbeÊsponsored. 

IfÊyouÊwouldÊlikeÊtoÊsponsorÊaÊCoffeeÊFellowship,ÊpleaseÊcontactÊtheÊOffice.   

                                        

 Announcements                                        

 

 

people. Sincere and constant humility. A modern wise saint said: "Humility is not trying to 
convince others that we are not something, but the effort to convince ourselves. And then we have 
the grace to see the world and people as God made them". Not as we made it end up. So, humility 
opens our spiritual eyes to meet Christ within ourselves. 

Wednesday, February 21,at 7 PM.  

             JUNE 21st - 23rd 

 

 





 

Purchase Your Tickets on our Website.  
Use the drop down “Menu”, purchase in Taxiarchae Store. 
DEADLINE TO PURCHASE TICKETS - FEBRUARY 24th!!! 



                               Family Ministries  
        Friday, March 15th, 6 - 8 PM. 
                    (A family friendly event) 

          We will be preparing for  
      Watertown's Yard Art Event! 
 

     Please don't forget to bring the  

          rock you want to paint  

for our display in Yard Art Watertown 

 

To RSVP or any questions, please contact  

Christina at: ckourkoulis@goarchangels.org  



Taxiarchae Oratorical Date: AprilÊ21,ÊatÊtheÊconclusionÊofÊtheÊLiturgy 

Parish Chairperson: CostasÊKarageorgis 

Contact InformaƟon: Ckarageorgis@goarchangel.com 

Please contact Costas or Fr. Nenes if interested. 





YOUTH MINISTRIES 
 

Youth Ministries are collecting "Gently Used" Prom Dresses for the  

Belle Ball program! Donate Prom Dresses to Local Students in Need. 
 

Deadline for donations - Thursday, March 28th.  
 

Please leave your donations on the COAT RACK in the LOBBY. 

Thank you. 

Collecting Prom Dresses ONLY!  



     Watertown Savings Bank 
 

       Customer Choice Awards 
 

Please vote Taxiarchae as your favorite 
Local  Non-profit! 

    With your help, we can receive $ 

 

WSB is now doing all the voting online. 
(No more paper ballots).  

 

If you need help voting, please go to any 
WSB Branch and they will guide you 
through the process.  



                                      Youth Ministry 

               Ongoing FOOD DRIVE - Collecting for the Watertown Food Pantry                                                    
Your donation of food items can be put on the table, located in the Lobby.    

We will deliver them to the Watertown Food Pantry every Tuesday.          
Thank you for helping your local community!     

   ESPECIALLY NEEDED - CANS OF TUNA & BREAKFAST CEREAL.                                                                            
As always, the Food Pantry is still in need of school snacks.   

CKourkoulis@goarchangels.orgÊ 
 



Taxiarchae Hellenic Cultural Center  

Planning a party or recepƟon? Our beauƟful venues are now updated 
and ready for any & all of your event needs, up to 500 people.  

For informaƟon and assistance in planning your future event, please call 
Irene Apostolou Cobb at the Church Office at 617-924-8182 or email: 
funcƟonmanager@goarchangels.com  

DREAM IT AND IT 
CAN COME TRUE! 

YOUR EVENT CAN BE 

EVERYTHING  

YOU WISHED. 


