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TAXIARCHAE/ARCHANGELS GREEK ORTHODOX CHURCH
25 Bigelow Avenue, Watertown, MA 02472

Phone: 617.924.8182 Phone
Website: www.goarchangels.org
Office: Office@goarchangels.com

Rev. Fr. Athanasios Nenes, Parish Priest
Cell Phone: 914.479.8096 Email: anenes@goarchangels.com

March 3, 2024

Sunday of the Prodigal Son
Orthros 8:45/Liturgy 9:30 AM.

Epistle Reading
St. Paul’s First Letter to the Corinthians 6:12-20.

Gospel Reading
The Reading is from Luke 15:11-32.

Memorial
3 month - Mark Tripoli
6 month — Alex Kolokythas

Trisagion
James & Maria Conduras
14 years - Apostolos Apostolou

May their memory be eternal. Awwvio n Mvijun!

WEEKDAY SERVICES - Kafnuepwég Asttoupyieg:
Parakilesis to the Panagia Gorgoipikoos - Every Thursday at 6 PM.
Saturday of Souls - 3/9, 16 & 23, Orthros 8:30/Liturgy 9 AM.




HYMNS OF THE DAY

Resurrectional Apolytikion in the Plagal Second Mode

O Christ, the angelic powers appeared at Your tomb, the guards were as dead, and Mary
stood by the sepulcher, seeking Your sacred body. You destroyed Hades yet remained
untouched by it. You encountered the Virgin and through her, bestowed Life. Glory to You
who has risen from the dead!

Ayyehikai Auvapeig éni TO VA oou, Kai oi PUAACCOVTEG anevekpwBnoav, Kai ioTaTto
Mapia v T¢) Taew, {nToloa TO AxpavTov oou o®pa. EokuAsuoag Tov Adny, un neipacteiq
un" auTol, unAvtnoag T Napbevw, dwpoupevog TRV {wnV, 0 AVAOTAG K TWV VEKP®V,
KUpie d6&a ool.

Seasonal Kontakion in the Third Mode

O Father, foolishly I ran away from Your glory, and in sin, squandered the riches You gave
me. Wherefore, I cry out to You with the voice of the Prodigal, "I have sinned before You
Compassionate Father. Receive me in repentance and take me as one of Your hired
servants."

TfiG naTpwag, d6&NG ooy, ANooKIPTAOAG APPOVWG, £V KAKOIG £0KOPMIOT, OV HoI Napedwkag
nAoUTov* 08ev ool THv ToU AowToU, GWVNV Kpauyalw: "HuapTov evwniov oou Matep
oikTippov, de€al e PeTavoolvTa, Kai Noinaov e, we eva TV HIoBiwv Gou.

Receiving Holy Communion - We welcome to this celebration of the Divine Liturgy those Christians who are
from other Christian Denominations and who are not fully united with us. Sadly, it is a consequence of the
divisions in Christianity that we cannot extend to you an invitation to receive Holy Communion. Orthodox
Christians believe that the Eucharist is the work or action of the celebrating Community signifying a oneness of
faith, life, and worship of the believing Community. Reception of Holy Communion by Christians not fully

united with us would imply a oneness which does not yet exist, and for which we must pray. However, all
present are welcome to partake of the Antidoro (blessed bread) which is distributed at the end of the Liturgy.




Epistle Reading

Prokeimenon. Plagal Second Mode. Psalm 27.9,1.
O Lord, save your people and bless your inheritance.
Verse: To you, O Lord, I have cried, O my God.

The reading is from St. Paul's First Letter to the Corinthians 6:12-20.

Brethren, "all things are lawful for me," but not all things are helpful. "All things are lawful for
me," but I will not be enslaved by anything. "Food is meant for the stomach and the stomach
for food" -- and God will destroy both one and the other. The body is not meant for immorality,
but for the Lord, and the Lord for the body. And God raised the Lord and will also raise us up by
his power. Do you not know that your bodies are members of Christ? Shall I therefore take the
members of Christ and make them members of a prostitute? Never! Do you not know that he
who joins himself to a prostitute becomes one body with her? For, as it is written, "The two
shall become one flesh." But he who is united to the Lord becomes one spirit with him. Shun
immorality. Every other sin which a man commits is outside the body; but the immoral man sins
against his own body. Do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit within you,
which you have from God? You are not your own; you were bought with a price. So glorify God
in your body and in your spirit which belong to God.

Epistle Reading

Mpokeipevov. Plagal Second Mode. WAAMOI 27.9,1.
Z@oov, Kupie TOv Aadv oou kai eUAGYnoov Tryv KAnpovopiav gou.
>Tix. NpoOg o€, KUpig, kekpa&oual 6 Oe0¢ Hou.

T0 Avayvwopa NMpog Kopivlioug a' 6:12-20.

AdeApoi, navra yoi £Ee0TIv, GM' OU nAVTA OUMMEPEIr NAvTa Woi €EEOTIV, AAN OUK €y
¢€ouaiaoBnoouar und Tivos. Ta Bpwuata T koIAig, Kai A kolhia Toiq Bpwpaciv: 6 &€ Bedg Kai
TaUTNV Kkai TalTa karapynoel. TO de o®ua oU Tij nopveiq, AAa TK Kupiw, kai 6 KUPIOG T
oopaT® 6 O B0 kai TOV KUpIov Ayeipev Kai Nudq eEeyepel 01a TG duvauewe auTol. Ouk ofdate
0TI TG owuata Up@V PEAN XpioTol €oTiv; Apag ouv Ta péEAN Tod XpioTol noinow nopvng HeEAN;
Mn yevorto. Ouk oidaTe 8T 0 KOMMUEVOG Trj NOpvN v o®pa £oTiv; "EcovTal yap, @naiv, oi dUo
€ig oapka piav. ‘O 8¢ KOMwpevog TG Kupiw ev nvedpa eoTiv. ®elyete TV nopveiav. Mdv
auapTnua o €av noinon avlpwnog EKTOG ToOU CwHaTog €0TIV: 0 OE NOPVEUWV E€iG TO idIoy adpa
apapTavel. "H ouk oidate 6T TO oWUa VPV vaog Tol év Upiv dyiou nvelpaTtoc 0TIV, oU EXETE
ano B=ol; Kai ouk £0TE £auTdv, NyopdcdnTe yap TIMAC do&acate On TOv Bedv €v TG CwUATI
UMAV, Kai &v T nveluaTi Uiy, dtiva éoTiv Tol Beod.




GOSPEL

The Reading is from Luke 15:11-32

The Lord said this parable: "There was a man who had two sons; and the younger of them
said to his father, 'Father, give me the share of the property that falls to me." And he
divided his living between them. Not many days later, the younger son gathered all he had
and took his journey into a far country, and there he squandered his property in loose
living. And when he had spent everything, a great famine arose in that country, and he
began to be in want. So he went and joined himself to one of the citizens of that country,
who sent him into his fields to feed swine. And he would gladly have filled his belly with
the pods that the swine ate; and no one gave him anything. But when he came to himself
he said, '"How many of my father's hired servants have bread enough and to spare, but I
perish here with hunger! I will arise and go to my father, and I will say to him, 'Father, I
have sinned against heaven and before you; I am no longer worthy to be called your son;
treat me as one of your hired servants.' And he arose and came to his father. But while he
was yet at a distance, his father saw him and had compassion, and ran and embraced him
and kissed him. And the son said to him, 'Father, I have sinned against heaven and before
you; I am no longer worthy to be called your son." But the father said to his servants,
‘Bring quickly the best robe, and put it on him; and put a ring on his hand, and shoes on
his feet; and bring the fatted calf and kill it, and let us eat and make merry; for this my
son was dead, and is alive again; he was lost, and is found." And they began to make
merry. Now his elder son was in the field; and as he came and drew near to the house, he
heard music and dancing. And he called one of the servants and asked what this meant.
And he said to him, "Your brother has come, and your father has killed the fatted calf,
because he has received him safe and sound.' But he was angry and refused to go in. His
father came out and entreated him, but he answered his father, 'Lo, these many years I
have served you, and I never disobeyed your command; yet you never gave me a kid, that
I might make merry with my friends. But when this son of yours came, who has devoured
your living with harlots, you killed for him the fatted calf!" And he said to him, 'Son, you are
always with me, and all that is mine is yours. It was fitting to make merry and be glad, for
this your brother was dead, and is alive; he was lost, and is found."

GOSPEL
Karta Aoukdv 15:11-32

Einev 6 Kupiog Trv napaBoAnv Tautnv: AvBpwnog TIC ixe U0 UioUG. Kai €INEV 0 VENTEPOG
autdv T® natpi- natep, 860G pol TO €mPAMov HEPOG THG olaiac. kai SiElev_auToig TOV
Biov. kai per’ ol NoAAGG NpEpag ouvayayov dnavra O VEWMTEPOG UIOG Gnednunoev €ig
Xwpav pakpdv, kai €kel Sieokopnioe TRV ouoiav autol v AowTwg. danavhoavTog O&
autol _navra éyévero NIHOG iOXUPOG KATG TRV ywpav ekeivny, Kkai autog Apg&ato
uoTepeioBal. kai Nopeudeic EKOAABN evi TGV MOAITWV, TAG XWPAG EKeivng, Kai Enguyey
auTov €ig Toug Aypoug auTol BOOKEIV X0ipoue, Kai eneBUpel yepioal TNV kolAiav guTod and
TOV KePATIWV WV ROBIOV oI X0Ipol, kai OUdEIG £Did0OU AUT®. €iG eauTov O eABWV €ine’ NOCoI
dioBiol To0 naTpdg pou nepiogeUouaiv ApTwy, Eym O NG anoA\upal! avaoTag




nopeuoopal NPOG TOV NATEPA pou Kai €p@® aUT®* naTep, fuapTov € TOV oupavov Kai
EVONIOV OOU. OUKETI €ipi a&log KAnBfval uiog oou* Moinoov_ HE WG &va TWV HIoQiwv
oou. Kai avaoTag NABe npo¢ Tov natepa auTtol. €71 O auTol Pakpav AnéxovTog Eidev
auTov 6 natp auTol kq) €onAayxviodn, kai dpapwy €neneoev €ni TOV TpaxnAov auTol
Kai kaTepiAnoev auTov. €ine d€ auTd) O UIOG" NATEP, AAPTOV €ig TOV oUpavov Kai Evwniov
oou, kai OUKETI gipi G&log kAnBfval uidg cou. eine € 6 natnp Npog Touc douAoug auTol
€EEVEYKATE TNV_OTOANV TNV NpwTnV Kai evdUOATE auTov, Kai 00TE OAKTUAIOV E€IG TNV Xeipa
auToU kal UnodnpaTd €ig TOUG Modag, KAl EVEYKAVTEG TOV HIOOXOV TOV OITEUTOV BUOdTE,
Kai payovTeg e0PPAVB®HEY, OTI OUTOG O UIOG HOU VEKPOG NV Kai avelnoe, Kai anoAwAwg
nv Kkai eupedn. kal fipgavto el@paiveaBarl. "Hv 8¢ 6 vidg alTol 6 NpeoBUTEPOG &v Aypdd”
Kai g EPXOUEVOG AYYIOE T OiKig, AKOUOE CUPPVIaG Kai Xop@yv, kai NPOCKAAETANEVOG
€va Tov naidwv enuveaveto Ti €in TalTa. 0 d¢ €inev aut® OTI O AOEAPOG COU NKEI Kal
€Buoey O NaTnp Cou TOV HOOXOV TOV, OITEUTOV, OTI Uyiaivovta aiTov anéAapev. wpyiodn
O¢ kai_ouk fiBehev €ioeNBeiv. 0 ouv matnp alToU €EeABwv napekdAel aUTov. 6 OF
anokpiBeic €ine T@ natpi idou TooalTa £Tr) SOUAEUW OOI Kai OUBEMOTE EVTOARY OOU
napnABov, kaj, EJol OUBENOTE EOWKAG EPIPOV VA PETA TV PIAWY Hou EUPpavB®: OTe Ot
0 UIOG OoU 0oUTOG, O KATAPQywv oou TOV Biov HETA nopviv, nABev, €6ycac aut@® Tov
HOOXOV TOV OITEUTOV. O OE €inev auT®: TEKvov, oU NAVTOTE PET €ual €l, kai ndvya Td
€Ua 0a éaTiv: e0@paveinyval O kai xapfval £del, 6TI 0 AdeAPOC 0oU OUTOC VEKPOC NV Kali
avelnoe, kai anoAwAmG nv kai eUPEDN.

Saints and Feasts

March 03
Sunday of the Prodigal Son

| Through the parable of today's Gospel, our Saviour has set forth three
P things for us: the condition of the sinner, the rule of repentance, and the
| greatness of God's compassion. The divine Fathers have put this reading
the week after the parable of the Publican and Pharisee so that, seeing
in the person of the Prodigal Son our own wretched condition --
inasmuch as we are sunken in sin, far from God and His Mysteries -- we
might at last come to our senses and make haste to return to Him by repentance during
these holy days of the Fast.

Furthermore, those who have wrought many great iniquities, and have persisted in them
for a long time, oftentimes fall into despair, thinking that there can no longer be any
forgiveness for them; and so being without hope, they fall every day into the same and
even worse iniquities. Therefore, the divine Fathers, that they might root out the passion
of despair from the hearts of such people, and rouse them to the deeds of virtue, have
set the present parable at the forecourts of the Fast, to show them the surpassing
goodness of God's compassion, and to teach them that there is no sin -- no matter how
great it may be -- that can overcome at any time His love for man.




Sermon
RETURN TO THE FATHER

The gospel parable of the Prodigal is the most excellent theological essay on the manner of God’s
"adoption" of people, the "gospel’s gospel". A man has two sons. The youngest son violates the
institutions, challenges his father's authority, and essentially denies his own existence, since he asks
for use of his share of the property, as if his father were dead. But this piece, cut off from the whole
of the truth of the father's life cannot live, cannot bear fruit. This piece, when we take it
dynastically, arbitrarily, as and when we want, does not lead us to life, but to despair and destruction.

The Love of the Father

However, the father does not object or reject his son's request, as he was entitled to. On the contrary,
he gives him the required part of the property, which he asks for. The father's love goes further than
his son's rebellion is able to go. For this reason, he does not teach him with words. Now he must
allow him to wander, to suffer, to personally experience the falsehood and the meaningless
deceptions. The issue is not for the father to keep his son by force close to him, but to give him the
possibility to create the presuppositions, so that he himself would come to him. The whole life of the
Christian is formed mystically with the cooperation of God’s Grace and man’s will and with the real
acceptance of the life of Christ. But this cooperation is entirely based on man's free decision to
accept the Grace of God as an accomplice.

Life Away From God

And the prodigal leaves. He goes to live in a foreign country, where everything is spent without
being renewed. But after a while, he remains alone. His friends stayed with him as long as his wealth
lasted. He begins to experience decline and impoverishment. And when he goes to ask for help, they
push him lower. They send him out to pasture pigs, to shepherd the passions. He is not simply
breaking the law, but he falls into a permanent state of lawlessness.

The trials that he undergoes, become a cause for him to bring back the good memory of the father, a
memory which he had previously killed. So he begins to come to himself, to self-criticize. With one
Word, the son repents, and his repentance is the starting point for him to be led from despair to
salvation, from physical and spiritual death to the physical and spiritual life.

Return

And the prodigal takes the return road back. Before he even arrives home, the father, who lived the
mystery of waiting, sees him from afar and runs. Without telling him anything, he falls completely
into his embrace and hugs and kisses him. The father’s acceptance of the son proves in practice to be
complete and unconditional. Because he was always with his child. What we should pay attention to
is that the first word of his confession is not "forgive me", but "father". It is the name of the father
that rises from the depths of his being and gives him the courage to hope. That is why the prodigal
does not propose a solution for his future, but entrusts himself entirely to his father.

Our Return
We don't know how much of a relationship each of us has with the father and the youngest son. But




what we all know, is that we can return to our Father and to our sacred homeland, because He is
life, the validation of our dignity, the rediscovery of our humanity. It is enough that holy humility
chastens us, and God's mercy surrounds us.

We Welcome all who worship with us today.
Memorials

3 month - Mark Tripoli
6 month — Alex Kolokythas

Trisagion

14 year - Apostolos Apostolou
James & Maria Conduras

May their memory be eternal. Aiwvia n Mviun!
Coffee Fellowship is open to be sponsored.

If you would like to sponsor a Coffee Fellowship, please contact the Office.

Announcements

Next GOYA Meeting - Wednesday, March 13th.

The National Hellenic Society's Heritage Greece Program is a
complementary, 2-week cultural immersion odyssey for accomplished
Greek American college students who share their experiences with a peer
group of exceptional students from the American College of Greece (ACG) in
Athens, Greece or the American College of Thessaloniki (ACT) in Thessaloniki,
Greece. The Heritage Greece Program® goal is to connect the participants with
their faith, heritage, roots, and Greek identity. For more information visit:
National Hellenic Society | Heritage Greece

Criteria for Eligibility:
Enrolled college/university students aged 18-26 (undergraduate/graduate)
Hellenic descent
Minimum Grade Point Average (GPA) of 3.0
Preference for 1st time visitors to Greece (non-mandatory criteria)




2023-2024 Capital Improvement
Campaignh Fund

— $150,000

— $75,000

— $0

Church Capital Improvement Campaign
update. To date we have raised $43,000 of
the $150,000 we need to raise for much
needed improvements to our Church. We
used approved monies from the operations
account for the parking lot improvement
but need to repay the operations account
once we have raised the money. Thank you
to those that have donated! If you would
like to donate please visit the Church
website, click on Donate, then Capital

Improvement Campaign.



Purchase Your Tickets on our Website.

Use the drop down “"Menu”, purchase in Taxiarchae Store.




Junior Orthodox Youth
Ages 5 to 12

v Tshivt Decorativg

FRIDAY, MARCH 8TH
5-7 PM
PIZZA AND A TREAT
WILL BE PROVIDED

Z4

N
\

You must RSVP to
ckourkoulis@goarchangels.org
by March i1st to ensure availability
cipation

Family Ministries \
~amily Friendly Event

FRDAY, PARCH 15TH
5>=7 PM

This Spring we will be participating
in Watertown Yard Art

Please bring a good sized rock to paint

[Pizza ayd a treat will be provided

You must R.S.V.P by 3/8 to
~ . ckourkovlis@goarchangels.org
to ensure availability and
participation




Taxiarchae Oratorical Date: April 21, at the conclusion of the Liturgy

Parish Chairperson: Costas Karageorgis

Contact Information: Ckarageorgis@goarchangel.com

Please contact Costas or Fr. Nenes if interested.

—_— [

2024 ST. JOHN CHRYSOSTOM ORATORICAL FESTIVAL

Junior Division (Grades 7-9) | Senior Division (Grades 10-12)

AWARDS

National finalists are eligible to receive the following
St. John Chrysostom Oraterical Festival Scholarship: $500 to $2000
FAITH: An Endowment for Orthodoxy and Hellenism: to be announced

SCHOLARSHIPS

Finalists at any level are eligible to receive the following
Chrysostom Scholarship to Hellenic College: $2.500 up to $30.000 per year

LOCAL INFORMATION

Parish Festival Date & Time:

Parish Chairperson:

Contact Information:

Find_top_ics, tips, manual, & award info at
www.religioused.goarch.org

Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of America
Department of Religious Education (DRE)




"Save the Day"
AHEPA Day Luncheon
Sunday, May 19th
Immediately following the Liturgy in Metaxas Hall.

Food, Music,& Prize. More info to come.

MISUMMER"
cICAMP '24_:

Y ‘-',: A\ T

REGISTRATION OPENS LT

APPLICATIONS
MARCH 4 AT 7PM DUE MARCH 1st

SPACE IS LIMITED

PLEASE SUPPORT
TAXIARCHAE

FUNDRAISER

TICKETS CAN BE
PURCHASED DURING
FELLOWSHIP FROM
2/17703/24
OR VIA VENMO FOR

5 for$5

with any quesﬂons

iy T g



YOUTH MINISTRIES

Youth Ministries are collecting "Gently Used'" Prom Dresses for the

Belle Ball program! Donate Prom Dresses to Local Students in Need.
Deadline for donations - Thursday, March 28th.

Please leave your donations on the COAT RACK in the LOBBY.
Thank you.

Collecting Prom Dresses ONLY!

Ball

: Donate Prom Dresses
To Local Students in Need
Now through March 28%

pfmde t‘éﬁg %/P’O"*_}rzssas on
Mae Coat “Kack /omfea/m?/u,éabbY

‘&m Bank MIVURE

Collected dresses are professionally cleaned by
Anton's and displayed at an invitation-only event in
Boston for qualifying students.

For more information about Belle of the Ball or to refer
students in need, visit: antons.com/belle

MASSACHUSETTS
CONVENTION CENTER
AUTHORITY




Watertown Savings Bank

Customer Choice Awards

Please vote Taxiarchae as your favorite A@’ é ;

Customer !
With your help, we can receive $ ghOICéje _
s waras

Local Non-profit!

i *
$100,000 FQR YOUR FAVORITE.

WSB is now doing all the voting online.
LOCAL NON-PROFITS!

(No more paper ballots).
‘VOTE: watertownsavings.com/vote *

If you need help voting, please go to any
WSB Branch and they will guide you
through the process.

Watertown

Savings*'Bank

four'sessions:

ON TYB6! Junea-m

| Boston June'22-July 2
N 4| Chicaga'duly 6-16

APPLICATION DEADL

Wlth what ""““*@ I8 e e

ot




Youth Ministry
Ongoing FOOD DRIVE - Collecting for the Watertown Food Pantry

Your donation of food items can be put on the table, located in the Lobby.
We will deliver them to the Watertown Food Pantry every Tuesday.
Thank you for helping your local community!

ESPECIALLY NEEDED - CANS OF TUNA & BREAKFAST CEREAL.
As always, the Food Pantry is still in need of school snacks.

LOVE DOES NOT HURT.

INCREASED STATISTICS ON INTIMATE PARTNER VIOLENCE
HTTPS://WWW.NEJM.ORG/DOI/FULL/10.1056/NEJMP2024046

A pandemic within a pandemic: There are more cases of violence
in the home than ever before. This means more families living in
crisis.

We are collecting for monthly drop-offs each second Monday of
the month, beginning with December 14th.

Items requested are:

Sanitary napkins
Shampoo
Vaseline
Cocoa butter
Baby shampoo
Baby lotion
Deodorant
Tooth brushes
Tooth paste

With any questions, please contact
isti is at CKourkoulis@goarchangels.org




2. MAIDS OF
N/ ATHENA

it ¥ ALPHA EPSILON ALPHA

YOU ARE INVITED TO:

THE 3RD ANNUAL
SPRING SEMI FORMAL

WHEN: MUSIC BY:
Saturday April 6th, The
7 pm - 11 pm Salonica
WHERE: Boys

Hellenic OPEN TO ALL:

Cultural Center Highschool &
of Watertown College Students
25 Bigelow Ave $20 ENTRY FEE




Taxiarchae Hellenic Cultural Center

Planning a party or reception? Our beautiful venues are now updated
and ready for any & all of your event needs, up to 500 people.

For information and assistance in planning your future event, please call
Irene Apostolou Cobb at the Church Office at 617-924-8182 or email:
functionmanager@goarchangels.com

PREAM IT AND IT
CyN COMe TRUE!

Wl JouR eveNT Can Be
eVeRYTHING
you WisHeD.




