
ΕΛΛΗΝΙΚΗ ΟΡΘΟΔΟΞΗ ΚΟΙΝΟΤΗΤΑ ΤΩΝ ΤΑΞΙΑΡΧΩΝ 
TAXIARCHAE/ARCHANGELS GREEK ORTHODOX CHURCH 

25 Bigelow Avenue, Watertown, MA 02472  
Phone: 617.924.8182 Phone  

Website: www.goarchangels.org 
 Office: Office@goarchangels.com 

 
Rev. Fr. Athanasios Nenes, Parish Priest  

Cell Phone: 914.479.8096  Email: anenes@goarchangels.com 

May 12, 2024                                                                                                          
 

Xristos Anesti! 
 

Thomas Sunday              
 

Orthros 8:45/Liturgy 9:30 AM.       
 

Epistle Reading                                                                                  
The Reading is from Acts of the Apostles 5:12-20. 

 
 Gospel Reading  

The Reading is from John 20:19-31. 
 

 

WEEKDAY SERVICES - Καθημερινές Λειτουργίες:     

Paraklesis to the Panagia Gorgoipikoos - Thursday at 6 pm. 

 

Best way to reach the office day or night is by email: 

Office@goarchangels.com. 
 

For your Pastoral emergencies, please call Fr. Nenes  

914-479-8096. 



                             HYMNS OF THE DAY 
 

Apolytikion of Great and Holy Pascha in the Plagal First Mode 

Christ is risen from the dead, by death, trampling down upon death, and to those in the tombs He 
has granted life.  
 
Χριστός ἀνέστη ἐκ νεκρῶν, θανάτῳ θάνατον πατήσας, καί τοῖς ἐν τοῖς μνήμασι ζωήν χαρισάμενος.  

Apolytikion for Thomas Sun. in the Grave Mode 

Christ our God, You are the Life that dawned from the grave, though the tomb was sealed. Through 
closed doors You came to the Apostles. You are the Resurrec on of all. And, You renewed us 
through them with an upright spirit, according to Your great mercy . 
 
Ἐσφραγισμένου τοῦ μνήματος ἡ ζωὴ ἐκ τάφου ἀνέτειλας Χριστὲ ὁ Θεός, καὶ τῶν θυρῶν 
κεκλεισμένων, τοῖς Μαθηταῖς ἐπέστης ἡ πάντων ἀνάστασις, πνεῦμα εὐθὲς δι' αὐτῶν ἐγκαινίζων 
ἡμῖν, κατὰ τὸ μέγα σου ἔλεος.  
 
 
Seasonal Kontakion in the Plagal Fourth Mode 

Though You went down into the tomb, You destroyed Hades' power, and You rose the victor, Christ 
God, saying to the myrrh-bearing women, "Hail!" and gran ng peace to Your disciples, You who 
raise up the fallen.  

Εἰ καὶ ἐν τάφῳ κατῆλθες ἀθάνατε, ἀλλὰ τοῦ ᾍδου καθεῖλες τὴν δύναμιν, καὶ ἀνέστης ὡς νικητής, 
Χριστὲ ὁ Θεός, γυναιξὶ Μυροφόροις φθεγξάμενος. Χαίρετε, καὶ τοῖς σοῖς Ἀποστόλοις εἰρήνην 
δωρούμενος ὁ τοῖς πεσοῦσι παρέχων ἀνάστασιν.  

 

Receiving Holy Communion - We welcome to this celebration of the Divine Liturgy those Christians who are 
from other Christian Denominations and who are not fully united with us. Sadly, it is a consequence of the 
divisions in Christianity that we cannot extend to you an invitation to receive Holy Communion. Orthodox 
Christians believe that the Eucharist is the work or action of the celebrating Community signifying a oneness of 
faith, life, and worship of the believing Community. Reception of Holy Communion by Christians not fully 
united with us would imply a oneness which does not yet exist, and for which we must pray.  However, all 
present are welcome to partake of the Antidoro (blessed bread) which is distributed at the end of the Liturgy. 



Epistle Reading  
 

Prokeimenon. Fourth Mode. Psalm 146.5;134.3. 
Great is our Lord, and great is his power. 

Verse: Praise the Lord, for the Lord is good. 

The reading is from Acts of the Apostles 5:12-20. 

Epistle Reading  

Προκείμενον. Fourth Mode. ΨΑΛΜΟΙ 146.5;134.3. 
Μέγας ὁ Κύριος ἡμῶν, καὶ μεγάλη ἡ ἰσχὺς ἀὐτοῦ. 

Στίχ. Αἰνεῖτε τὸν Κύριον, ὅτι ἀγαθός.  

τὸ Ἀνάγνωσμα Πράξεις Ἀποστόλων 5:12-20.  

Ἐν ταῖς ἡμεραῖς ἐκείναις, διὰ δὲ τῶν χειρῶν τῶν ἀποστόλων ἐγίνετο σημεῖα καὶ τέρατα ἐν τῷ λαῷ 
πολλάá καὶ ἦσαν ὁμοθυμαδὸν ἅπαντες ἐν τῇ στοᾷ Σολομῶντος. Τῶν δὲ λοιπῶν οὐδεὶς ἐτόλμα 
κολλᾶσθαι αὐτοῖς, ἀλλʼ ἐμεγάλυνεν αὐτοὺς ὁ λαόςá μᾶλλον δὲ προσετίθεντο πιστεύοντες τῷ 
κυρίῳ, πλήθη ἀνδρῶν τε καὶ γυναικῶνá ὥστε κατὰ τὰς πλατείας ἐκφέρειν τοὺς ἀσθενεῖς, καὶ 
τιθέναι ἐπὶ κλινῶν καὶ κραββάτων, ἵνα ἐρχομένου Πέτρου κἂν ἡ σκιὰ ἐπισκιάσῃ τινὶ αὐτῶν. 
Συνήρχετο δὲ καὶ τὸ πλῆθος τῶν πέριξ πόλεων εἰς Ἱερουσαλήμ, φέροντες ἀσθενεῖς καὶ 
ὀχλουμένους ὑπὸ πνευμάτων ἀκαθάρτων, οἵτινες ἐθεραπεύοντο ἅπαντες. Ἀναστὰς δὲ ὁ ἀρχιερεὺς 
καὶ πάντες οἱ σὺν αὐτῷ - ἡ οὖσα αἵρεσις τῶν Σαδδουκαίων - ἐπλήσθησαν ζήλου, καὶ ἐπέβαλον τὰς 
χεῖρας αὐτῶν ἐπὶ τοὺς ἀποστόλους, καὶ ἔθεντο αὐτοὺς ἐν τηρήσει δημοσίᾳ. Ἄγγελος δὲ κυρίου διὰ 
τῆς νυκτὸς ἤνοιξεν τὰς θύρας τῆς φυλακῆς, ἐξαγαγών τε αὐτοὺς εἶπεν, Πορεύεσθε, καὶ σταθέντες 
λαλεῖτε ἐν τῷ ἱερῷ τῷ λαῷ πάντα τὰ ῥήματα τῆς ζωῆς ταύτης.  

In those days, many signs and wonders were done among the people by the hands of 
the apostles. And they were all together in Solomon's Portico. None of the rest dared join 
them, but the people held them in high honor. And more than ever believers were added 
to the Lord, multitudes both of men and women, so that they even carried out the sick 
into the streets, and laid them on beds and pallets, that as Peter came by at least his 
shadow might fall on some of them. The people also gathered from the towns around 
Jerusalem, bringing the sick and those afflicted with unclean spirits, and they were all 
healed. But the high priest rose up and all who were with him, that is, the party of the 
Sadducees, and filled with jealousy they arrested the apostles and put them in the com-
mon prison. But at night an angel of the Lord opened the prison doors and brought them 
out and said, "Go and stand in the temple and speak to the people all the words of this 
Life." 



GOSPEL 
The Reading is from John 20:19-31 

 

GOSPEL                                                                                                    
Κατὰ Ἰωάννην 20:19-31

 

Οὔσης ὀψίας τῇ ἡμέρᾳ ἐκείνῃ τῇ μιᾷ τῶν σαββάτων, καὶ τῶν θυρῶν κεκλεισμένων ὅπου 
ἦσαν οἱ μαθηταὶ συνηγμένοι διὰ τὸν φόβον τῶν Ἰουδαίων, ἦλθεν ὁ Ἰησοῦς καὶ ἔστη εἰς 
τὸ μέσον, καὶ λέγει αὐτοῖς· Εἰρήνη ὑμῖν. Καὶ τοῦτο εἰπὼν ἔδειξεν αὐτοῖς τὰς χεῖρας καὶ 
τὴν πλευρὰν αὐτοῦ· ἐχάρησαν οὖν οἱ μαθηταὶ ἰδόντες τὸν Κύριον. Εἶπεν οὖν αὐτοῖς ὁ 
Ἰησοῦς πάλιν· Εἰρήνη ὑμῖν, καθὼς ἀπέσταλκέ με ὁ πατήρ, κᾀγὼ πέμπω ὑμᾶς. Καὶ τοῦτο 
εἰπὼν ἐνεφύσησε καὶ λέγει αὐτοῖς· Λάβετε Πνεῦμα Ἅγιον. Ἄν τινων ἀφῆτε τὰς ἁμαρτίας, 
ἀφιένται αὐτοῖς, ἄν τινων κρατῆτε, κεκράτηνται. Θωμᾶς δέ, εἷς ἐκ τῶν δώδεκα, ὁ 
λεγόμενος Δίδυμος, οὐκ ἦν μετʼ αὐτῶν ὅτε ἦλθεν Ἰησοῦς· ἔλεγον οὖν αὐτῷ οἱ ἄλλοι 
μαθηταί· Ἑωράκαμεν τὸν Κύριον. Ὁ δὲ εἶπεν αὐτοῖς· Ἐὰν μὴ ἴδω ἐν ταῖς χερσὶν αὐτοῦ τὸν 
τύπον τῶν ἥλων, καὶ βάλω τὸν δάκτυλόν μου εἰς τὸν τύπον τῶν ἥλων, καὶ βάλω τὴν 
χεῖρά μου εἰς τὴν πλευρὰν αὐτοῦ, οὐ μὴ πιστεύσω. Καὶ μεθʼ ἡμέρας ὀκτὼ πάλιν ἦσαν ἔσω 
οἱ μαθηταὶ αὐτοῦ, καὶ Θωμᾶς μετʼ αὐτῶν. Ἔρχεται ὁ Ἰησοῦς τῶν θυρῶν κεκλεισμένων, 
καὶ ἔστη εἰς τὸ μέσον καὶ εἶπεν· Εἰρήνη ὑμῖν. Εἶτα λέγει τῷ Θωμᾶ· φέρε τὸν δάκτυλόν 
σου ᾧδε, καὶ ἴδε τὰς χεῖράς μου. καὶ φέρε τὴν χεῖρά σου καὶ βάλε εἰς τὴν πλευράν μου, 
καὶ μὴ γίνου ἄπιστος ἀλλὰ πιστός. Καὶ ἀπεκρίθη ὁ Θωμᾶς, καὶ εἶπεν αὐτῷ· Ὁ Κύριός μου 
καὶ ὁ Θεός μου. Λέγει αὐτῷ ὁ Ἰησοῦς· Ὅτι ἑώρακάς με πεπίστευκας, μακάριοι οἱ μὴ 
ἰδόντες, καὶ πιστεύσαντες. Πολλὰ μὲν οὖν καὶ ἄλλα σημεῖα ἐποίησεν ὁ Ἰησοῦς ἐνώπιον 
τῶν μαθητῶν αὐτοῦ, ἃ οὐκ ἔστιν γεγραμμένα ἐν τῷ βιβλίῳ τούτῳ· ταῦτα δὲ γέγραπται 
ἵνα πιστεύσητε ὅτι ὁ Ἰησοῦς ἐστιν ὁ Χριστὸς ὁ υἱὸς τοῦ Θεοῦ, καὶ ἵνα πιστεύοντες, ζωὴν 
ἔχητε ἐν τῷ ὀνόματι αὐτοῦ. 

On the evening of that day, the first day of the week, the doors being shut where the 
disciples were for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said to 
them, "Peace be with you." When He had said this, He showed them His hands and His 
side. Then the disciples were glad when they saw the Lord. Jesus said to them again, 
"Peace be with you. As the Father has sent Me, even so I send you." And when He had 
said this, He breathed on them and said to them, "Receive the Holy Spirit. If you for-
give the sins of any, they are forgiven; if you retain the sins of any, they are retained." 
Now Thomas, one of the twelve, called the Twin, was not with them when Jesus came. 
So the other disciples told him, "We have seen the Lord." But he said to them, "Unless 
I see in His hands the print of the nails, and place my finger in the mark of the nails, 
and place my hand in His side, I will not believe." Eight days later, His disciples were 
again in the house, and Thomas was with them. The doors were shut, but Jesus came 
and stood among them and said, "Peace be with you." Then He said to Thomas, "Put 
your finger here, and see My hands; and put out your hand, and place it in My side; do 
not be faithless, but believing." Thomas answered Him, "My Lord and My God!" Jesus 
said to him, "Have you believed because you have seen Me? Blessed are those who 
have not seen and yet believe." Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of the 
disciples, which are not written in this book; but these are written that you may believe 
that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that believing, you may have life in His 



 
Saints and Feasts   

 
 

May 12 

Thomas Sunday 

Though the doors were shut at the dwelling where the disciples 
were gathered for fear of the Jews on the evening of the Sunday 
after the Passover, our Saviour wondrously entered and stood in 
their midst, and greeted them with His customary words, "Peace 
be unto you." Then He showed unto them His hands and feet and 
side; furthermore, in their presence, He took some fish and a 
honeycomb and ate before them, and thus assured them of His 
bodily Resurrection. But Thomas, who was not then present with 

the others, did not believe their testimony concerning Christ's Resurrection, but said in a 
decisive manner, "Except I shall see in His hands the print of the nails, and put my finger 
into the print of the nails, and thrust my hand into His side, I will not believe." Wherefore 
after eight days, that is, on this day, when the disciples were again gathered together 
and Thomas was with them, the Lord Jesus came while the doors were shut, as He did 
formerly. Standing in their midst, He said, "Peace be unto you"; then He said to Thomas, 
"Bring hither thy finger, and behold my hands; and bring hither thy hand, and thrust it 
into My side: and be not unbelieving, but believing."  

And Thomas, beholding and examining carefully the hands and side of the Master, cried 
out with faith, "My Lord and my God." Thus he clearly proclaimed the two natures - 
human and divine - of the God-man (Luke 24:36-49; John 20:19-29). 

This day is called Antipascha (meaning "in the stead of Pascha," not "in opposition to 
Pascha") because with this day, the first Sunday after Pascha, the Church consecrates 
every Sunday of the year to the commemoration of Pascha, that is, the Resurrection. 

 

 
 

 

 
 
 



                                           SERMON 

 

"LIFE AND RESURRECTION" 

On the blessed evening of the spring of life, the blessed Pascha, the "Voice of the Lord" addresses 
you all. The shepherds and those pastored, our priests and our Christians, you, our brethren. It 
addresses itself with simplicity to the heart of every well-intentioned person and especially to 
young people who freely seek the truth.  

Holy Saturday, in the liturgical time of the Church, was the day of Great Silence. And this silence 
of the days that we experienced, cannot in any case be replaced by human verbalism and timely 
proclamations. Why? Because "life sleeps, life sleeps, and hades trembles". Because "Christ is 
risen and life reigns".  

The Resurrection resurrects us! The Resurrection is the victory of death, of man's worst enemy. 
The Resurrection is our life and our expectation. The essence of our life and state.  

The Resurrection is the confirmation of our hope, that we will enter the joy of our Lord, despite the 
abundance of words and images that are against the truth of the universality of the Church and they 
try to "convince" us of the love of Christ by submitting God to the logic of creation. However, 
God's ways are not those of men. 

The Resurrection gives us the strength to preach that faith is not an ideology to which one 
subscribes, but a journey of transformation and holiness, which leads to our personal resurrection 
in the risen Christ. That is why the Church has members. Not fans. 

The Resurrection gives us the strength to overcome fear and the trenches, the differences and 
divisions, the ephemeral things, and the phenomena. It gives us the strength to feel the sharing of 
the invincible weakness of God's love. To eucharistically open up together to the world and put 
ourselves at the service of man. We have been called to unfold the power of the Resurrection 
through history. 

The light defeats the darkness! Nothing can scare us anymore! No one can take away the joy of 
God from our lives! On Resurrection night, at midnight, from the Holy of Holys to the tomb of the 
Lord, the unsetting light of the Risen Christ comes out and shines in our hearts and homes. "Light 
of light, true God of true God! This "light of Christ", which is "visible to all", we are all called to 
receive and become the light of Christ.  

                                                                                                          

                                                            CHRIST IS RISEN!  

  



TAXIARCHAE 
SCHOLARSHIP OPPORTUNITIES  

 

Calling all High School Seniors and Undergrads.  

The 2024-25 Taxiarchae Scholarship application are 
available on our website: www.goarchangels.org 

                                             The deadline for applications is May 31, 2024.  

 
FESTIVAL COOKING SCHEDULE - All Are Welcome To Come & Help!  

 
Spanakopita - Thursday, May 23rd, 9:30 AM. 
Moussaka - Wednesday, May 29th, 9:30 AM. 
Pastitsio - Thursday, May 30th, 9:30 AM.  

Xristos Anesti! 

We Welcome all who worship with us today. 

 
 

“Happy MotherÕs Day to all the mothers and 
grandmothers we are honoring and              

celebrating today!“ 







 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For payment informa on and any other ques ons,                                                 
please call Peter at 617-964-0077.  



 



 



 





                                      Youth Ministry 

               Ongoing FOOD DRIVE - Collecting for the Watertown Food Pantry                                                    
Your donation of food items can be put on the table, located in the Lobby.    

We will deliver them to the Watertown Food Pantry every Tuesday.          
Thank you for helping your local community!     

   ESPECIALLY NEEDED - CANS OF TUNA & BREAKFAST CEREAL.                                                                            
As always, the Food Pantry is still in need of school snacks.   

CKourkoulis@goarchangels.org  
 



Taxiarchae Hellenic Cultural Center  

Planning a party or recep on? Our beau ful venues are now updated 
and ready for any & all of your event needs, up to 500 people.  

For informa on and assistance in planning your future event, please call 
Irene Apostolou Cobb at the Church Office at 617-924-8182 or email: 
func onmanager@goarchangels.com  

DREAM IT AND IT 
CAN COME TRUE! 

YOUR EVENT CAN BE 

EVERYTHING  

YOU WISHED. 


